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Northern Virginia Chapter,

Association of Government Accountant


January 2003 Newsletter


January Events for NOVAGA

Place:  Alexandria Embassy Suites located close to the King Street Metro

Time:  Wednesday, January 15, 2003, from 3:00 until 7:00 

AGA Northern VA Chapter is presenting a FREE 2-hour CPE (mini-max) on IT Governance and CoBIT on Wednesday, January 15, from 3 to 5 p.m. at Embassy Suites in Alexandria, VA.  John W. Lainhart IV, CISA, will provide an overview of how CoBIT is evolving, from the management layer of CoBIT3 to a web-based, interactive knowledge base for IT Control, Assurance and Governance.  CoBIT (Control Objectives for Information and Related Technology) helps meet management’s needs by bridging the gaps between business risk, control needs, and technical issues.  Mr. Lainhart leads the enterprise technology and security management area for IBM, and is recognized as the “father” of the Certified Information Systems Auditor program.  He was a partner at PwC Consulting before the IBM purchase.  A networking hors d’oeuvre meeting with Mr. Bill Anderson, AGA National President follows after the mini-max from 5:15 to 7 p.m (1 CPE provided.).            


Date

Feb 14:

Feb 19: Meeting

Feb 19:
Charity Collecting:

Feb 20-21:

March 7:

Page 3:


Upcoming

Events:
Valentines Mixer

Held at Clyde’s

Work-Life Balance & the Deloitte Women’s Initiative

GASB, Jay 

O’Connor Youth Soccer Scholarship, Salvation Army, FBLA and other Charities

National Leadership Conference

Happy Hour Mixer with Delta Sigma Pi and DC Chapter AGA

INFO: TBD

Further Calendar Info
President’s Message

OK what is the miracle pill that will create a balanced lifestyle?  Well there is none, but our own personal commitment.  One thing I found that I lost when I was obsessing about work, was that I lost creativity.  OK I know financial managers are taught not to be creative in their finances (i.e., creative accounting).  Did you know there are free concerts at the Kennedy Center at 6:00 everyday!  It is multicultural and there is transportation to and from the metro.  Let your mind enjoy that creativity.

One way to get back in touch with yourself or your significant other is to write letters (or journal).  Hey it is a real hoot to go back and read them 2 or 3 years down the road.

Do not work over 50 hours per week.  The work will still be there tomorrow, and if you work too hard, you might not be there to do it.  There can be spurts of long hours, but afterward take a day to regroup, and recommit to 50 or less hours per week.

Socialize.  I know there never seems to be time for that.  But even going to an AGA event is socializing.  Talk with others and laugh about their situations (tee hee).  Misery Loves company.

These are but a few things I have tried to do.  In next month, I will try to explore the insidious ways work creeps into our lives without us even being aware.  Awareness is half the battle!

Julie Bryant 

LOCAL CHAPTER INFORMATION

January 15, 2003:

We are Collecting Ronald McDonald Boxes to collect pop tabs Raffle for National Community Service Fund!

Locale:  
Alexandria’s Embassy Suites Hotel (East Wing Room-next to Calliope Restaurant) 1900 Diagonal Road, Alexandria – across the street from the King Street Metro stop on the yellow and blue lines or park at the hotel for $3 after 5PM.   

Menu:
The $15.00 cost provides you a cocktail buffet of: 

Fresh Vegetable Crudites with Caramelized Onion Dip
Bruschetta

Petite Beef Wellington
Spanakopita

Iced Tea and Water Service

Café Calliope Cash Bar

To make reservations:

e-mail novaga_reservations@yahoo.com or

Voicemail: 703-758-4490

Join us on the 3rd Wednesday of the Month for CPE, good food and great company in the heart of Alexandria!




SPEAKER

Presidential Perspectives - William J. Anderson, Jr., CGFM, AGA National President As a professional Association, AGA is committed to serving our members' communities as well as our fellow citizens. Community service is one of the most effective ways a professional organization can achieve name recognition and respect for its ideals and expertise, while attracting new members and providing members with pride in a purposeful cause. It also allows AGA members an avenue for serving others through their professional skills and abilities. Members can feel satisfaction when they address community issues and concerns at the chapter, regional and national levels. 

AGA renewed its commitment to a very aggressive Community Service Campaign during the 1994 Professional Development Conference & Exposition in Washington, D.C. The purpose of the campaign was to promote community service activities throughout AGA and to recognize the participation in these activities by AGA chapters across the country and abroad. Jeffery Williams, CGFM, chair of the 1994-1995 National Community Service Committee, spearheaded AGA's efforts, which continue today. Community service programs have encouraged and promoted worthwhile projects to stimulate volunteerism, enrich our communities and help others, and they are a tribute to our members' long-standing commitment to total professionalism. For example, AGA chapters have held career awareness days; provided scholarships; participated in the Volunteer Income Tax Assistance (VITA) program and the activities of national health associations; and donated to worthwhile programs-including those that fight hunger, AGA's September 11th Relief Effort and the Governmental Accounting Standards Board, to name a few.

To underscore AGA's continuing emphasis on and the importance of this area, Renee Gilman, CGFM, has graciously agreed to lead our 2002-2003 program year community service efforts, working with our regional community service coordinators and the National Office staff. Renee has significantly heightened the awareness and rewards of community service across the organization through her exceptional fundraising efforts 

on behalf of the National Community Service Fund. She has led several successful campaigns at recent national conferences. Please mark your calendar now for AGA's Second Annual National Community Service Week, April 27-May 3, 2003. I know that Renee and the regional coordinators will be in touch with the chapters and regional vice presidents shortly about their plans and/or suggestions for this week of activities. 

AGA is committed to community service and we encourage each of you to participate in at least one AGA chapter, regional and/or national community service activity this year. In addition to planned community service activities in your chapter or region, there are numerous ways to do volunteer work in your community. Try participating in your school's PTA; assisting elderly people pay bills and manage finances; tutoring adults and/or children to read or speak English as a second language; or helping with a therapeutic riding program for the handicapped. Many of the skills that we take for granted can be used effectively in many different volunteer situations. 


Most importantly, community service activities offer each of you a mechanism for sharing your resources with the community, and I highly encourage you to support and actively participate in these activities-there are unlimited opportunities available. Throughout the year, TOPICS and the Members Only section of the website will highlight AGA members' community service activities, and we look forward to seeing your name as a community service participant. 

February 14, 2003 

Valentine Mixer!

Clyde’s at Tyson’s Corner

5:30 - ?

Reservations call: 703-734-1900
Don’t Forget our February 19, 2003 Meeting who our speaker is Joan Sweizer who will be discussing “Work life Balance Issues - Meeting the Challenges”

March 16, 2003:

Volunteer Income Tax Assistance (VITA)

We Need You To Help!
From the IRS Web Site:

A Free Service for Taxpayers
The Volunteer Income Tax Assistance/Tax Counseling for the Elderly (VITA/TCE) program(s) and IRS e-file joined forces several years ago to bring electronic tax filing to VITA/TCE sites. Since then, volunteers prepare tax return information on computers and ultimately transmit them electronically to the IRS. And it's free.

IRS trained volunteers to prepare basic income tax returns free of charge at VITA sites for individuals of low to moderate income, individuals with disabilities, non-English speaking taxpayers and the elderly. Such volunteers also prepare basic income tax returns free of charge at TCE sites for individuals 60 years of age or older. Many of these VITA/TCE sites offer IRS e-file free of charge to the taxpayer


Current Chapter Recognition Program Status for NOVAGA
	Total Points
	Chapter Leadership/Planning
	Education & Professional Development
	Certification
	Communication
	Membership
	Community Service
	Awards

	4830
	2700
	500
	0
	830
	0
	0
	800



Upcoming 

Mar 15:

Mar 17:

Mar 19:

Apr 3

Apr 4:

Apr 5-6

Apr 16:

May 21

May 31

Jun 29


Events:

Provide Voluntary Tax Assistance

St. Patrick’s Day Mixer 

INFO
  Four Provinces
  Falls Church

Meeting 

Raffle – National Community Service

1 – Day Seminar

Human Capital Investments in an A-76 FAIR Act Environment 

Diane Shute, Grant Thorton 

Happy Hour Mixer with Delta Sigma Pi and DC Chapter AGA

MS Walk

Meeting 

Raffle – National Community Service

Awards Banquet

Cannons Baseball Game

PDC


OUR BOARD

National SVP:
Paul Bognaski

National RVP:

Jackson W. Hufnagle, CGFM

HufnagleJ@gao.gov

President:

Julie Bryant

Julie.bryant4@verizon.net

President-Elect:

Mia Leswing, CPA,CGFM CISA

mia.leswing@cliftoncpa.com

Past President:
John Laney

Jlaney@kpmg.com
Secretary:

Alice S. Arielly, CPA CFE CGFM

Alice.Arielly@aaa.army.mil

Treasurer:

Mia Leswing

mia.leswing@cliftoncpa.com

Assistant Treasurer:

Linda Wyre, CPA

linda.wyre@cliftoncpa.com
We meet the 2nd Wednesday of the month from 5:30 to 7:30 at US Army Audit Agency, 13th floor training room, 3101 Park Center Drive, Alexandria, VA – come join us!

DIRECTORS (Vacant)

By-Laws
Historian
Photographer 
Education

Early Careers
50/50

Awards-Chapter
   Drawing


DIRECTORS

Programs:

Tracy Porter-Carnahan

tcarnahan@gt.com
Meetings:

Joyce E. Morrow, CPA, CGFM

Joyce.Morrow@aaa.army.mil
Attendance:

Andrea Walker

AWALKER@oig.hhs.gov

Asst Attendance:

Melissa Watkins

mwatkins@oig.hhs.gov
Membership:

Kay L. Daly, CPA, CGFM

dalykl@gao.gov

Awards-conferences:

Tracy E. Porter-Carnahan

tcarnahan@gt.com

Chapter Recognition:

Donna M. Daly, CPA, CGFM

Donna.daly@ey.com
Publicity/Newsletter:

Robert France

rfrance@dodig.osd.mil
Community Service:

Jim Davis

James.Davis@aaa.army.mil

Website:

Keith Tayloe

Keith.e.Tayloe@Accenture.com
CGFM:

John Homan, CGFM CPA

jhoman@deloitte.com
Agency Facilitator:

Andrea Walker

At Large:

Heather Keister

Sarah Bartholomew
The Value of AGA Membership

All Members

· Personal professional recognition - by peers and colleagues

· Getting to personally know leaders in the profession

· Networking with peers and colleagues

· Professional development

· Job opportunities 

· Keep up-to-date on happenings in the profession

· Literature on current events, ideas and practices of the profession via the Journal

· Education on current ideas and best practices

· Opportunity to support and contribute to the profession (e.g., by commenting on 

· financial management standards, conducting and publishing research, writing articles on new ideas and best practices)

· Marketing/promotion - of personal ideas, of organizational products and services, and of governmental policies and regulations

· Opportunity to publish (or perish) -- for individuals

· CGFM certification

· CGFM training courses

Middle and Upper Management Members

· Education on current events, ideas and practices in the profession via the PDC, Federal Leadership Conference and State & Local Government Leadership Conference

· Exposure to cutting edge technology at conference expositions

· Certificate of Excellence in Accountability Reporting Program

· Public speaking opportunities -- give presentations on current events, ideas, policies, practices in the profession at National and chapter events

Member - Supervisors and Technicians

· Leadership opportunities - at chapter

· Public speaking & teaching opportunities--at chapter meetings and education events

· Education on current events, ideas and practices at local chapter education events

· Reduced Journal CPE Online fee

· Self-study courses

Member - CGFMS

· Reduced CGFM renewal fee

Non-Member - More Value for the Dollar

· Reduce registration fees for Professional Development Conference & Exposition Conference, Federal Leadership Conference and State & Local Government Leadership Conference

· CPE interpretation booklet

· CPE file maintenance

· Government Financial Management TOPICS newsletter

· Miscellaneous publications

· Code of Ethics

· Web site

· New member packet

· Customer service

· 800 telephone line

· Scholarship opportunities

· Affinity programs (life insurance, disability insurance, credit card, car rental, phone card)

· NASAB certification

· Relationships with other professional organizations

· New chapter formation
Northern Virginia Chapter	
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