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Northern Virginia Chapter,

Association of Government Accountant


December 2002 Newsletter


December Events for NOVAGA

December 18:  Meeting - Ethics

Place:  Alexandria Embassy Suites located close to the King Street Metro

Time:  Wednesday, December 18, 2002, from 5:15 until 7:00 

Our speaker, David Cotton, of Cotton & Company, LLP--will be discussing “Fixing CPA Ethics”.  Elaborating on the article he wrote for the Washington Post, Mr. Cotton will focus on conflicts of interest and how a one-word change to the Code of Professional Conduct can make auditors independent.  (1 CPE provided.)
Look for more information on Page 2


Upcoming

Jan 15: Mini Max

Jan 15: Meeting

Jan 15:
  Collecting:

Feb 14:

Feb 19: Meeting

Feb 19:
  Collecting:

Feb 20-21:

March 7:

Page 3:


Events:
IT Governance

John Lainhart, IV IBM

Balancing Accounting with Performance

Bill Anderson

AGA National President
Ronald McDonald Boxes

Valentines Mixer

Info: TBD

Work-Life Balance & the Deloitte Women’s Initiative

GASB, Jay O’Connor Youth Soccer Scholarship, Salvation Army, FBLA and other Charities

National Leadership Conference

Happy Hour Mixer with Delta Sigma Pi and DC Chapter AGA

INFO: TBD

Further Calendar Info


President’s Message

When was the last time you slept in late and didn’t feel guilty?  How long does it take to forget about work when you are on a week’s leave – ever?  Do you want to exercise but never find the time?  When have you just sat in silence, or gone to lunch and a movie in the middle of the afternoon?  Too long I am sure.  Today the newest ailment is WORKAHOLISM.  It has been around a long time, but in this environment of doing more with less, we have become super charged workaholics!  Do you wake up tired?

Have you ever tried Yoga—stretching and breathing?  Walking with a friend or neighbor in the evening?  In a recent book1 it states “For, truly, work addiction is one of the most difficult additions to face.”  It is referred to “the pain others applaud” and “the only lifeboat guaranteed to sink” or “the cleanest of addictions.  It is socially promoted because it is seemingly socially productive.”

Have you known someone who literally worked themselves to death?  Not necessarily on the job, but only a couple of weeks after retirement they passed?  I was facing such an ending I believe and have committed myself to striving for more balance in my life.

Personal, social, spiritual, emotional and physical.

My messages this year will try to focus on ways we can decompress, cope and survive through retirement.

Julie Bryant


 Working Ourselves to Death; Diane Fassel, 2000

LOCAL CHPATER INFORMATION

DECEMBER 18, 2002:

We are Distributing Ronald McDonald Boxes to collect pop tabs Raffle for National Community Service Fund!

Locale:  
Alexandria’s Embassy Suites Hotel (East Wing Room-next to Calliope Restaurant) 1900 Diagonal Road, Alexandria –2 blocks from the King Street Metro stop on the yellow and blue lines or park at the hotel for $3 after 5PM.   

Menu:
The $15.00 cost provides you a cocktail buffet of: 

Fresh Vegetable Crudites with Caramelized Onion Dip
Assorted Pinwheels en Lavosh

Beef Kabobs
Chicken Fingers with Honey Mustard
Iced Tea and Water Service

Domestic and imported beers, and Copperidge chardonnay and cabernet wines are available at additional cost.

To make reservations:

e-mail novaga_reservations@yahoo.com or

Voicemail: 703-758-4490

Join us on the 3rd Wednesday of the Month for CPE, good food and great company in the heart of Alexandria!


Member's News:

John P. Higgins, CGFM, has been nominated by the President to be the next Inspector General for the U.S. Department of Education (ED). Mr. Higgins is presently the Deputy Inspector General for ED (and its acting IG) and has been a NOVAGA member for many years. 



SPEAKER

DAVID L. COTTON, CPA, CFE, CGFM

Founding Partner, 

Cotton & Company LLP, 1981
MBA, Management Science and Labor Relations;
BS, Mechanical Engineering,
Lehigh University, Bethlehem, Pennsylvania 
"An interesting thing happened at an AICPA conference in Denver. I moderated a question-and-answer session with about 50 federal people involved in fixing federal accounting systems and conducting CFO act audits. The group started complaining about the problems of getting a clean opinion, saying that expectations were so high. They thought that government was getting a bad rap for having accounting systems not up to private-sector standards. I look at this as a 'half-empty-glass' view.

"This is a particularly exciting time for government, government accountants, and government auditors, with many challenges and even more opportunities. Sure, the private sector has had automated accounting systems for many, many years, but the federal government has made tremendous progress with financial accountability in a much shorter time.

"This is the best time to be working in this business. Every day is a challenge, and I see plenty of opportunities to excel and make a difference. That’s what I like about my job. I get to do something different each day, something recognized as important. Cotton & Company is in exactly the right place at the right time with the right resources and capabilities."

Taken From: Cotton & Company, LLP Website www.CottonCPA.COM
Future NOVAGA Events – Mark Your Calendar NOW!


NoVAGA January 15, 2002 Mini-Max and Meeting

AGA Northern VA Chapter is presenting a FREE 2-hour CPE (mini-max) on IT Governance and CoBIT on Wednesday, January 15, from 3 to 5 p.m. at Embassy Suites in Alexandria, VA.  John W. Lainhart IV, CISA, will provide an overview of how CoBIT is evolving, from the management layer of CoBIT3 to a web-based, interactive knowledge base for IT Control, Assurance and Governance.  CoBIT (Control Objectives for Information and Related Technology) helps meet management’s needs by bridging the gaps between business risk, control needs, and technical issues.  Mr. Lainhart leads the enterprise technology and security management area for IBM, and is recognized as the “father” of the Certified Information Systems Auditor program.  He was a partner at PwC Consulting before the IBM purchase.  A networking hors d’oeuvre meeting with Mr. Bill Anderson, AGA National President follows after the mini-max from 5:15 to 7 p.m. and you’ll earn 1 hour of CPE. Cost of the evening networking meeting is $15.  Make your reservation at novaga_reservations@yahoo.com.  Call Andrea Walker at 202-619-3066 or email at awalker@oig.hhs.gov for more information.


Upcoming 

Mar 15:

Mar 17:

Mar 19:

Apr 4:

Apr 19:

Apr

Apr / May

May 

May 21

Jun 29


Events:

Provide Voluntary Tax Assistance

St. Patrick’s Day Mixer 

INFO: 
  Four Provinces
  Falls Church

Meeting TBD

Raffle – National Community Service

Happy Hour Mixer with Delta Sigma Pi and DC Chapter AGA

INFO: TBD

Meeting TBD

Raffle – National Community Service

MS Walk

INFO: TBD

1 – Day Seminar

Human Capital Investments in an A-76 FAIR Act Environment

Diane Shute, Grant Thorton

Cannons Baseball Game

Awards Banquet

PDC


OUR BOARD

National SVP:
Paul Bognaski

National RVP:

Jackson W. Hufnagle, CGFM

HufnagleJ@gao.gov

President:

Julie Bryant

Julie.bryant4@verizon.net

President-Elect:

Mia Leswing, CPA,CGFM CISA

mia.leswing@cliftoncpa.com

Past President:
John Laney

Jlaney@kpmg.com
Secretary:

Alice S. Arielly, CPA CFE CGFM

Alice.Arielly@aaa.army.mil

Treasurer:

Mia Leswing

mia.leswing@cliftoncpa.com

Assistant Treasurer:

Linda Wyre, CPA

linda.wyre@cliftoncpa.com
We meet the 2nd Wednesday of the month from 5:30 to 7:30 at US Army Audit Agency, 13th floor training room, 3101 Park Center Drive, Alexandria, VA – come join us!

DIRECTORS (Vacant)

By-Laws
Historian
Photographer 
Education

Early Careers
50/50

Awards-Chapter
   Drawing


DIRECTORS

Programs:

Tracy Porter-Carnahan

tcarnahan@gt.com
Meetings:

Joyce E. Morrow, CPA, CGFM

Joyce.Morrow@aaa.army.mil
Attendance:

Andrea Walker

AWALKER@oig.hhs.gov

Asst Attendance:

Melissa Watkins

mwatkins@oig.hhs.gov
Membership:

Kay L. Daly, CPA, CGFM

dalykl@gao.gov

Awards-conferences:

Tracy E. Porter-Carnahan

tcarnahan@gt.com

Chapter Recognition:

Donna M. Daly, CPA, CGFM

Donna.daly@ey.com
Publicity/Newsletter:

Robert France

rfrance@dodig.osd.mil
Community Service:

Jim Davis

James.Davis@aaa.army.mil

Website:

Keith Tayloe

Keith.e.Tayloe@Accenture.com
CGFM:

John Homan, CGFM CPA

jhoman@deloitte.com
Agency Facilitator:

Andrea Walker

At Large:

Heather Keister

Sarah Bartholomew

Chapter Recognition Program and Status for NOVAGA
	Total Points
	Chapter Leadership/Planning
	Education & Professional Development
	Certification
	Communication
	Membership
	Community Service
	Awards

	4830
	2700
	500
	0
	830
	0
	0
	800


The Value of AGA Membership

All Members

· Personal professional recognition - by peers and colleagues

· Getting to personally know leaders in the profession

· Networking with peers and colleagues

· Professional development

· Job opportunities 

· Keep up-to-date on happenings in the profession

· Literature on current events, ideas and practices of the profession via the Journal

· Education on current ideas and best practices

· Opportunity to support and contribute to the profession (e.g., by commenting on 

· financial management standards, conducting and publishing research, writing articles on new ideas and best practices)

· Marketing/promotion - of personal ideas, of organizational products and services, and of governmental policies and regulations

· Opportunity to publish (or perish) -- for individuals

· CGFM certification

· CGFM training courses

Middle and Upper Management Members

· Education on current events, ideas and practices in the profession via the PDC, Federal Leadership Conference and State & Local Government Leadership Conference

· Exposure to cutting edge technology at conference expositions

· Certificate of Excellence in Accountability Reporting Program

· Public speaking opportunities -- give presentations on current events, ideas, policies, practices in the profession at National and chapter events

Member - Supervisors and Technicians

· Leadership opportunities - at chapter

· Public speaking & teaching opportunities--at chapter meetings and education events

· Education on current events, ideas and practices at local chapter education events

· Reduced Journal CPE Online fee

· Self-study courses

Member - CGFMS

· Reduced CGFM renewal fee

Non-Member - More Value for the Dollar (Would someone pay $65 for these reasons/benefits?)

· Reduce registration fees for Professional Development Conference & Exposition Conference, Federal Leadership Conference and State & Local Government Leadership Conference

· CPE interpretation booklet

· CPE file maintenance

· Government Financial Management TOPICS newsletter

· Miscellaneous publications

· Code of Ethics

· Web site

· New member packet

· Customer service

· 800 telephone line

· Scholarship opportunities

· Affinity programs (life insurance, disability insurance, credit card, car rental, phone card)

· NASAB certification

· Relationships with other professional organizations

· New chapter formation
Northern Virginia Chapter	
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