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As I write the óPresidentôs 
Messageô for the final newsletter of 

the 2009-2010 program year, I 

marvel at the outstanding work the 
volunteers have done throughout 

the program year.  Time has flown 

by. Twelve months ago we started 
working on all of the great 

programs we would be offering this 

year and now itôs almost over. As 

the years come and go, nothing 
could be accomplished without all 

of the hard working members of 

our Chapter.  

 
These people have dedicated countless hours to make this chapter 

what it is today. I was pleased to honor our volunteers at the May 

Awards banquet. 

 
Our May awards banquet was an exciting and very elegant affair with 
over one hundred people in attendance.  The magnificent Strolling 

Strings who provided musical entertainment during the cocktail hour 

and dinner portion of the evening, were furnished by our Gold Dinner 

sponsor, KPMG.   Our dynamic National President, Dr. William A. 

(Billy) Morehead delivered an inspiring keynote address that was 

enjoyed by all.  We were also honored to host our award winners, Mr. 

Danny Werfel, Ms. Mary Ugone and Mr. James Merrill , three 
individuals of high stature and accomplishment.  

 

Thanks to Ms. Terri Patrizio  for contracting with the Residence Inn, 
Pentagon City for the awards banquet.  Due to Ms. Patrizioôs expert 

negotiating skills, we were able to serve more attendees at a cost 

savings of over $1,900 than the previous yearôs banquet.  

 

Continued on page 3 
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Presidentôs Message contin ued   

 
This has been a year of remarkable achievement.  Some of our achievements included: 

¶ Distinguished Speakers at our monthly programs that included: 

o Mr. Jeffrey C. Steinhoff, Executive Director of the KPMG Government Institute 

o The Honorable Thomas M. Davis, III, Federal Government Relations Director, Deloitte, LLP 
o Mr. Danny Werfel, Comptroller, Office of Federal Financial Management, Office of 

Management and Budget 

o Frederick S. Selby, Deputy Chief Financial Officer for the Office of Financial Stability, 
Treasury Department 

o Ms. Jeanette Franzel, Managing Director for the Financial management and Assurance team in 

the U.S. Government Accountability Office (GAO) 
o Mr. Thomas N. Cooley, Director, Grants Management Services and Offerings, Deloitte 

¶ Education.  Over 50 professionals earned 8 hours of CPE at our all day Financial Management and 

Accountability in an Environment of Crisis Conference in March, where we had the following speakers:   

o Ms. Jeanette Franzel, Managing Director for the Financial management and Assurance team in 

the U.S. Government Accountability Office (GAO) 
o Mr. Kurt Hyde, Deputy Special Inspector General for Audits, SIGTARP 

o Mr. Tyson Whitney, Office of Chief Financial Officer, Department of Agriculture 

o Ms. Anna Maria Kiehl, Chief Accounting Officer, Commonwealth Of Pennsylvania 
o Mr. Richard Cardamone, Office of Budget Comptroller Operations, Commonwealth of 

Pennsylvania 

o Mr. Jeffrey C. Steinhoff, Executive Director of the KPMG Government Institute 
o The Honorable Thomas M. Davis, III, Federal Government Relations Director, Deloitte, LLP 

 

¶ Approximately 40 people attended our annual Virginia CPA Ethics CPE training 

¶ Approximately 25 people attended our half day training event, TARP/ARRA where are we? 

¶ Community Service has been outstanding, raising awareness of those less fortunate than us, and funds to 

help accomplish the charitiesô mission.  We had speakers from charities that range from Shaken Baby 

Syndrome Prevention to Fairfax County Search and Rescue.  

¶ Early Careers created a fun environment for Early Career Professionals to network through many 

NOVAGA social hours, some that were jointly held with the MD and DC chapters. 

¶ The fledging sponsorship program took off this year and attracted many sustaining sponsors at all levels 

to include Platinum, Gold, Silver, Bronze and Star.  Thanks to our dedicated sponsorship committee, 

official sponsorship became a reality this year which took the NOVAGA chapter to a new level. We 
received over $45,000 in sponsorship funds.  I am pleased to report our Treasuryôs coffers are now 

restored. 

¶ We were able to sponsor 22 new CGFM students.  Our chapter developed a study guide program that 

encompassed live instruction on all three parts of the CGFM exam.   

¶ Our chapter has a 98% membership retention rate, which exceeds all other chaptersô retention rates in 

our region. 

 

I would like to thank our Corporate Sponsors again, who provided the lifeblood for our chapter.  Without their 

generosity none of our programs would materialize. Our current sustaining sponsors include Kearney and 

Company and PricewaterhouseCoopers Platinum sponsors; Grant Thornton and Clifton Gunderson Gold 

sponsors; ASKI, Inc. , Silver sponsor; Lani Eko and Company, and Becker Bronze sponsors; and Dennis 

Green, CPA, Star sponsor.   
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Serving as chapter President has been a rewarding experience. It would not have been possible without the 

support of the volunteers that make up the NOVAGA board.  I would also like to personally thank Mr. Karl 

Boettcher, Senior Regional Vice President, who was always available for advice and support, Ms. Patricia 

Brannin, Past President who was always there to lend a hand when a high ranking government executive was 

needed, and Mr. Dennis Green, Past President for advice.  Also, I would like to thank Ms. Patty Marsh for 
providing 30 years of NOVAGA files that include minutes, various memoranda and newsletters for the history 

project. I look forward to continuing to work with the chapter and supporting our incoming President, Ms. 

Jaclynn Campbell. Please consider volunteering your services to the NOVAGA board for the 2010-2011 
program year.  

 

 

Sincerely, 
 

Mike Davitt, CGFM, CISA 
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Northern Virginia AGA Chapter Awards Banquet  

Excerpts from (Revised) Chapter History written by Alice Arielly 

 

Chapter Awards were given out at NOVAGAôs annual banquet in May. 

   
Jeffrey C. Steinhoff Award for Excellence in Federal Financial Management 

 
This yearôs recipient is Mr. Danny Werfel . Mr. Werfel is responsible for coordinating OMB's 
efforts to initiate government-wide improvements in all areas of         financial management. He 
plays a leadership role in coordinating OMB review of agency efforts under the Financial 
Performance, Real Property, and Improper Payments initiatives of the President's Management 
Agenda.  Mr. Werfel is also responsible for coordinating the development of government-wide 
policy on financial accounting standards, grants management, and financial systems. Prior to his 

current position, Mr. Werfel served as the Chief of the Financial Integrity and Analysis Branch 
within OMB, as a budget examiner in OMB's Education Branch, and as a policy analyst in 
OMB's Office of Information and Regulatory Affairs. Mr. Werfel also served as a Trial Attorney 
in the Department of Justice's Civil Rights Division. Mr. Werfel is a recipient of both national 
and local awards from the Association of Government Accountants for his contributions to 
Federal financial management. Mr. Werfel has also been a member of the Federal Accounting 
Standards Advisory Board (FASAB) since May 2006. Mr. Werfel holds a Masters Degree in 
Public Policy from Duke University, a Juris Doctor from the University of North Carolina at 

Chapel Hill, and a Bachelors Degree in Industrial and Labor Relations from Cornell University. 
 

Federal Financial Partnership Award 

 
This yearôs recipient is Mr. James Merrill .  Jim has been with Ernst & Young for more than 25 
years.  Jim  has provided third-party auditing services for federal agencies such as HHS and 
Defense and also provides SAS70 services to numerous international commercial organizations in 
various countries.   He also advises other E&Y federal teams on the application of the auditing and 

AICPA and governmental reporting concepts for other federal agencies.  Mr. Merrill is an active 
member of the AICPAôs Auditing Standards Board task forces for third party audit reports, 
working on two new audit standards and related audit guidance to replace SAS70 in 2011.  He has 
led audit efforts at a variety of Federal agencies, including the DoD, US Department of Health and 
Human Services, US Government Printing Office, and the US Federal Communications Division. 
He received his BS in Accounting from Lehigh University, and is both a CPA and Certified 
Information Systems Auditor. 
 

The Pentagon Memorial Service Award 

 
This yearôs recipient is Ms. Mary L. Ugone, the DOD IG Deputy Inspector General for Auditing. Ms Ugone reports 
directly to the Inspector General of the Department of Defense. Ms.  Mary Ugone is a Certified Public Accountant, a 
member of the Association of Government Accountants, and a graduate of the Federal Executive Institute. Ms. Ugone 
has more than 30 years of auditing experience, the last 28 of which have been with the Office of the Inspector General, 
Department of Defense. Ms. Ugone began working for the DoD Inspector General as an Auditor in 1982 and has 
assumed key leadership positions with her most previous position as the Assistant Inspector General for Auditing for 
Acquisition and Technology Management. 

  

 
Mr. Danny Werfel 

Controller, Office of Federal 
Financial Management, 

OMB 

 
Mr. James Merrill CPA CISA 

Ernst & Young 

 
Ms. Mary Ugone CPA 

Deputy IG for Auditing 
DODIG 
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NOVAGA Chapter Service Award 

 

Purpose and Overview  
This award was established in 2003 and is given annually to the NOVAGA member 

who contributed most to NOVAGA during the year.   
 
Mike says he received outstanding support by all the board members, and it was very 
difficult to narrow it down to the award winners that shared this award and were 
announced on May 19, 2010: 
 
For their excellent kickoff of our Corporate Sponsorship Program, Mike recognized 

Tom Lyden, Pat Evans and Abiy Metchia. 

 
Mike also bestowed a Presidentôs Service Award on Karl Boettcher  for his Best All 
Around Support to the President. 
 
In past years, we provided a scholarship award to a George Mason University Student 
for Excellence in Accounting Studies.  This year, we elected to keep that award in 
house and gave a scholarship award to Paul Marshall to continue his MBA studies at 
Georgetown University. 
 

Awardees 

 
                                

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

                           
 
 

 
 

Abiy T. Metchia, CPA, PMP, is a Senior Consultant with PricewaterhouseCoopers.  Mr. 
Metchia has a significant assurance and financial management consulting experience. More 
than twenty years of experience that includes audit, review and compilation of federal & local 
government, not-for-profit, commercial corporations, financial institutions, churches, 
chartered schools and professional associations. Currently, Mr. Metchia is supporting the 
Department of Defense, Office of Under Secretary of Defense - FIAR Directorate on its 
financial improvement effort towards achieving Department-wide clean audit opinion.  
 

Mr. Metchia is an active member of NOVAGA since 2008. 

 
Tom Lyden, Pat Evans, and Abiy Metchia of the 

Corporate Sponsorship Committee receive the 

Chapter Service Award 

Pat Evans, independent consultant, is former director of Client Service for 
Government Services at Resources Global Professionals, a spin-off from Deloitte 
Touche.  Previously, Ms. Evans served as president and CEO of Global Systems 
Consulting (GSC), a business management consulting firm she founded  
specializing in process improvement; balanced scorecard; and financial and project 
management.   Her fourteen-year career with IBM, six years as principal 
consultant with PricewaterhouseCoopers LLP, and two years with BearingPoint 

include a solid background in the corporate world of information technology, 
business management, and consulting.  Ms. Evans holds the Project Management 
Professional (PMP) certification from the Project Management Institute (PMI) and 
the Certified Government Financial Manager (CGFM) certification from the 
Association of Government Accountants (AGA).  Ms. Evans earned a bachelorôs 
degree in mathematics from Centenary College of Louisiana, where she serves on 
the Presidentôs Advisory Council. Ms. Evans earned a masterôs degree in 
mathematics (with minor in physics) from The University of Texas at Austin. She 

received an MBA degree from The George Washington University in Washington, 
DC.  She completed post-MBA executive management studies in 2006 at Darden 
Graduate School of Business - University of Virginia and at The University of 
Wisconsin - Madison Graduate School of Business. 
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Mr. Thomas J. Lyden Jr. is a Program Manager with Kearney & Company with 
more than 26 years of comprehensive program management, accounting and 
financial services management, accounting and financial services instruction, 
customer service training, and instructional course development experience.  Mr. 

Lyden has extensive experience in Military Accounting, Financial Services, and 
Customer Service, beginning with his tenure as a Financial Manager with the 
United States Air Force.  His specialties also include financial management and 
services instruction, formal training evaluation, training documentation, and course 
development.  He has been an active member of NOVAGA since 2008 and 
currently serves as the Chairperson for the Corporate Sponsorship Committee. 
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At the Awards Banquet, Mike also recognized the Board members that contributed to make this year such a success: 

 

 
Past Presidents that attended this yearôs banquet included  Pat Brannin, Mia Leswing (who is also the National Treasurer-Elect 

Designate), John Homan, and Dennis Green.  Other dignitaries that also attended:  Former Montgomery/PG County chapter President, 
current Regional Membership Coordinator, and RVP Elect, Flora Milans; Current Montgomery/PG County Chapter President, Angela 
Walter; Senior VP at-large, Karl Boettcher; and Past RVP Doreen Shute. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

 
Board members present at the banquet that were recognized (left to right):  Tom Lyden, Phil LaVietes, 

Mike Lippert, Sarah Welch, Donna France, Paul Marshall, Pam Lindsey, President Mike Davitt,  
Angela Landis-Payne, Lee Richardson, and CJ Staton.   

Also present but not pictured:  Heather Keister, Anna Dixon 

 
Phil LaVietes and Pat Brannin 

 
Mia Leswing 
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Diners were serenaded by the Strolling Strings, thanks to a donation from KPMG.  Kearney & Co. donated goodie bags.  Below are 
additional pictures of the annual Awards banquet, at which over 100 people celebrated this successful year.   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
John Homan & Mike Lippert 

 
Mike Davitt, Jeff Steinhoff, Jaclynn Campbell 

and Danny Werfel 

 
Lois and Mike Davitt  

 
Pat & Nishon Evans 

 
Everyone received gift bags  

Mike chats with Mary Ugone & guests 

 
AGA National President Billy Morehead 

 
Entertainment by Strolling Strings 




























