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Association of Government Accountants

Minutes of October 21, 2008 Board Meeting
The NOVAGA board meeting commenced at 6:30 p.m. at Potbelly’s Sandwich Works in Crystal City, VA.

Meeting Attendees
Board Members

	1
	Alice Arielly
	Meetings Member
	Army Audit Agency
	alice.arielly@us.army.mil 

	2
	Ron Adolphi
	Education Chair
	E-Execution
	ron.adolphi@e-execution.com 

	3
	Edson Barbosa
	Historian Photographer
	Deloitte & Touche, LLP
	edbarbosa@deloitte.com

	4
	Pat Brannin
	Research Chair
	DODIG
	patricia.brannin@dodig.mil

	5
	Mary Braun
	Education Member
	Department of the Interior
	mary_c_braun@ios.doi.gov

	6
	Mike Davitt
	President Elect
	DODIG
	michael.davitt@dodig.mil

	7
	Dennis Green
	President
	EM&I, Inc.
	dengreencpa@yahoo.com

	8
	Kristy Green
	Community Service Chair
	Department of Veterans Affairs
	kristyann66@yahoo.com

	9
	Laurie Holly
	Awards Co-Chair
	Coast Guard
	laurie.j.holly@uscg.mil 

	10
	Heather Keister
	Webmaster
	GAO
	keisterh@gao.gov

	11
	Phil Lavietes
	Membership Member for Retirees
	PDL Associates
	phil.lavietes@pdlassociates.net

	12
	Tom Lyden
	Corporate Sponsorship Chair
	Kearney and Company
	tlyden@kearneyco.com

	13
	Robin McCoy
	Membership Chair
	DODIG
	robin.mccoy@dodig.mil

	14
	Ed Pabalan
	Treasurer
	Kearney and Company
	ed.pabalan@gmail.com

	15
	Terri Patrizio
	Meetings Chair
	GAO
	painey1987@yahoo.com

	16
	Donell Ries
	Secretary
	GAO
	riesd@gao.gov

	17
	Al Woost
	Meetings Member
	Army-IMCOM-PAE
	awoost@cox.net


Board Business Conducted Prior to Meeting

The following motions were made and passed by the board via electronic vote after the September 17, 2008 board meeting, but before the October 21, 2008 board meeting:

· A motion was passed to purchase 100 gold coins at a cost of $420 to give to new NOVAGA members.

· A motion was passed to approve a joint member event (Wizards game on February 28, 2009) with the Washington DC chapter at a cost to the chapter of $20 per ticket.

· A motion was passed to approve a transition plan for the website, using Yahoo service with e-commerce capabilities. It was approved to use a Yahoo plan at a monthly cost of $40 and a transaction fee of 1.5 percent of all sales.

· A motion was passed to approve costs related to the November ethics training including a $500 donation to Old Dominion University; presenter’s travel expense; and hotel rental.  It was approved to charge $50 for members and $70 for nonmembers to attend the training.

President’s Announcements

· Mr. Green announced that he had made some changes to the new website. The plan is to allow board members to post their specific events to the website. Different access levels can be assigned to users; however, all users must have a Yahoo identification. Mr. Green asked that the board members who planned to post content or otherwise utilize the website obtain a Yahoo identification and provide him with it.

· Mr. Green explained some of the features of the new website including:

· capability for electronic registration to chapter meetings and events

· capability to have up to 35 e-mail addresses for board members

· capability to store up to 1,000 e-mail addresses that will be used to send out notices to nonmembers {Note: It is expected that NOVAGA members will continue to receive electronic notices through National AGA.}
· Mr. Green requested that any e-mail to him go to his yahoo account at dengreencpa@yahoo.com.

· Mr. Green announced that because of scheduling conflicts with the AGA National Leadership Conference, the February meeting will be held on February 11, 2009. 

· Mr. Green announced that October’s meeting is a joint meeting with the Montgomery/Prince George’s County AGA chapter and encouraged the board members present to attend.

Committee Updates

Awards

· Mr. Davitt has not received any nominations for the National AGA Awards. The deadline for nominations has been extended to October 31, 2008. Provide any nominations to Mr. Davitt.

· Ms. Holly was introduced as the new Awards Co-Chair.

CGFM

· Mr. Green announced that Mr. Davis had signed a contract to provide CGFM review classes in December for up to 35 students. Board members will have priority to attend, followed by Early Career members. Mr. Green asked that those interested send an e-mail to Mr. Davis.

· Mr. Green announced that there will be a joint ASMC (American Society of Military Comptrollers) Mt. Vernon Chapter/NOVAGA luncheon to discuss the CDFM (Certified Defense Financial Manager) and CGFM certifications, respectively. The luncheon will be held at the Fort Belvoir Officers’ Club. Those interested should e-mail Mr. Davis.

Community Service

· A community service speaker has been confirmed for the November meeting.

Education

· The November 12, 2008 AGA audio conference on “Understanding the Importance of Soft Controls in Improving Operations” will be held at DeVry University in Crystal City at 2:00-4:00 p.m.
· The November 20, 2008 NOVAGA ethics training will be held at the Embassy Suites.
· The December 10, 2008 AGA audio conference on “21st Century Financial Managers: A New Mix of Skills and Education Levels” will be held at Kearny & Co. at 2:00-4:00 p.m.
· Ms. Braun announced that the presenters for the December 2008 event were almost all confirmed. 
· A motion was passed to charge $50 for members and $70 for nonmembers for the December training event. 
· Half of the presenters have been confirmed for the March 18, 2009 all-day training event. A location is still needed.
· Ms. Braun researched requirements for getting NOVAGA events accredited by NASBA (National Association of State Boards of Accountancy). The cost is $900 for 20 events. An individual would be needed to review the events and activities and make sure that they met NASBA requirements. Ms. Braun volunteered to act as a reviewer. It was also stated that NOVAGA could also perform accreditation reviews for others for a fee.
Meeting Coordination

· Name badges containing plastic inserts have been purchased.

· Mr. Green announced that CPE certificates and name badges can be created automatically once electronic registration is implemented.

· The February 11, 2008 meeting may begin at 2:00 p.m., depending on the speaker and topic.
Membership

· Ms. McCoy announced that 40 new members joined NOVAGA over the summer.

· Ms. McCoy described plans for a chapter recruitment initiative during the November meeting. For those that attend the meeting and apply for membership, the chapter will pay the NOVAGA chapter portion of the fees. New members would have to pay the National AGA portion of the fees. Descriptions of board positions will be displayed to encourage involvement on the board and there will be a power point presentation of “Accountability and Government” available for viewing. 

· Ms. McCoy announced that National AGA had a recruitment drive underway.

Membership for Early Retirees

· Mr. Lavietes stated that he received one completed survey that was included in the October NOVAGA newsletter. 

· Mr. Lavietes said that he plans to write an article about information he obtained related to annuities for the NOVAGA newsletter.

Member Services

· Mr. Green mentioned the two member services events coming up: (1) Oktoberfest at Old Europe restaurant on October 24, 2008 at 7:00 p.m. and (2) Mystery Dinner Playhouse at the Doubletree Crystal City Hotel on December 5, 2008 at 7:00 p.m.

Newsletter

· Mr. Green asked that items for the newsletter be submitted to Mr. Staton by November 26, 2008.

Research
· Ms. Brannin presented ideas for Research Committee activities. The board members were asked to review the list of ideas and send comments to Ms. Brannin. 

· Once plans are finalized, Ms. Brannin will post an announcement in the NOVAGA newsletter.

· Ms. Brannin explained that the projects will require involvement from members and expressed hope that certain types of members, including nonparticipating members and retirees would volunteer to assist with the research projects.
Corporate Sponsorship
· Mr. Lyden stated that the Strategic Committee met two weeks ago and they are hoping to finalize plans soon.

Website

· NOVAGA’s new website name is nova-aga.org.
· Ms. Keister explained that the old website’s domain had expired and that she was unable to renew the website because the domain had been originally registered under a personal name, rather than the chapter’s name. 

Other Discussion Items
· A motion was passed to approve the minutes from the September 17, 2008 board meeting.

The meeting was adjourned at 7:53 p.m. 

Minutes prepared by Donell Ries

NOVAGA Secretary

October 24, 2008
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