





NOVEMBER 1995

Executive Board
Minutes of Meeting

The NOVAGA Board met October 17 at the
Sheraton Hotel. Chapter President Carol Stagg
received these reports from Board members.

President’s Comments

Carol Stagg discussed nominations for national
officers. The Board voted to support the nomination
of Tom Roslewicz for National President-Elect. No
nominations will be made for RVP or Treasurer.
Carol and the Advisory Board will make the
nominations for the Leadership Conference awards.

Budget

Julie Bryant discussed the proposed budget which
included $7,500 in deficit spending for the program
year. She also noted accounts receivable from prior
years were not included and there is about $30,000
cash. The question is whether to deficit spend or to
reassess program activities.

What emerged from the discussion was three
options: reduce the meeting meal subsidy; expand
the planned half-day training in March to a full day
or continue as planned given that the estimates are
on the conservative side.

Carol Stagg asked the Board to study the budget
and be ready to make decisions at the January
meeting. By then we would know the revenue from
the November education event and we would have a
better idea of expenses and revenues.

Meeting

Russell Allen announced that because of a conflict
with the Federal Leadership Conference, the
January meeting was rescheduled for January 23.
Continuing Education

Pat Reese reported 25 people in attendance at the
last mini-max and 38 today.
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Reported by Watt Sammons
The next Board meeting will be January 10, 1996
5:00 p.m. in AAA 13th floor training room, 3101
Park Center Drive in Alexandria. No Board
meetings are scheduled for November or December.
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Reported by Maureen Barry
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Note to NOVAGA Officers, Directors

and Members

I was greatly honored to receive an Education and
Training Award at the PDC in San Diego. This
award was based on the efforts of many individuals.
I am greatly indebted to the staff and faculty of the
Government Audit Training Institute, USDA
Graduate School, and the management and staff of
the IRS Office of Chief Inspector for their
contributions and support.

I wish to thank all of you for the honor that you
afforded me by nominating me for this prestigious
award. It is one of the highlights of my career and I
will continue my efforts in serving the audit
community by providing quality audit education and
training services. Thanks again.

Don Smuland

Will You Help?

A box will be available at the November meeting to accept donations for the Lion’s Club and the Route 1
Homeless Housing group. Needed items include old eyeglasses and hearing aids; new school and art supplies
such as glue, scissors, crayons/markers, writing tables, erasers, bookbags; and resident needs such as
toothpaste, baby food, laundry powder, clock radios and umbrellas. No clothing or very large items please.
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Old Problem — New Approach
by Janice LeRoy, HUD OIG

Just flip on the nightly news or scan a newspaper and you quickly learn about gang activities and drug
operations in and around public and assisted housing, and about the personal greed of some charged with
providing homes for the poor and needy. In fact, the level of abuse is so profound it is difficult to conceptualize
how just the few auditors and investigators in the Department of Housing and Urban Development, Office of
Inspector General, could make a difference. But make a difference they have.

Not long ago the OIG stepped back from business as usual to ask itself just what it should be doing to really
help solve the problems overwhelming people who look to HUD for assistance. The answer was what is now
know as Operation Safe Home, a campaign to do just that — provide a safe home for those living in public,
assisted and insured housing.

The genesis of this OIG introspection was, in part, an experience its special agents in Boston had working on
a task force with the DEA and state and local police to investigate drug trafficking, murder and other violent
crimes in public and assisted housing. The most immediate outcome of that effort was a series of arrests. The
more lasting outcome was to realize just how many groups were concerned about the safety of public and
assisted housing residents and how much impact they could have working together.

But the OIG knew that, as terrible and fatal as violent crime can be, it is not the only crime that robs the
needy of safe homes. While most people are honest, some officials paid to administer public housing programs
gain personally from schemes defrauding residents and HUD. And some owners and managers of multifamily
housing projects take the rent money and other funds paid by residents and HUD and use it for their personal
benefit. These forms of white collar crime also deprive residents of safe living conditions. Operation Safe Home
is designed to address each of these forms of abuse.

Operation Safe Home is a significant departure from traditional audit and investigative activity. It is proactive
rather than reactive; focuses on violent crime as well as other wrongdoing; involves collaboration with federal,
state, and local law enforcement agencies as well as with HUD program staff, partners, and beneficiaries, and
calls for direct referral of civil cases to the Department of Justice and U. S. Attorneys. The strategy is to foster
aggressive enforcement actions, and in the process, deter further wrongdoing.

In the little more than a year since the Vice President announced Operation Safe Home to the public, the OIG
has:

* worked with nearly 100 law enforcement task forces credited with thousands of arrests for crimes involving
drugs and weapons;

* facilitated the physical relocation of more than 130 families placed in jeopardy by their assistance to law
enforcement efforts;

¢ worked with the FBI and Justice to investigate and prosecute fraud in public housing administration resulting
in more than 75 indictments and more than 50 pleas/convictions; and

® identified over 140 cases of owners and agents who diverted cash from rental housing projects for their
personal use, 18 of which have been settled or obtained civil judgments for about $25 million.

While it would be satisfying to look at this one year report card and say Operation Safe Home has been a
success, the OIG knows that the battle is far from won and real change takes long-term commitment. The OIG
is committed because this strategy of leveraging scarce OIG resources is essential to meet the challenge of doing
government’s business more effectively and efficiently.

If you would like to know more about Operation Safe Home, you can contact Lee Isdell, the OIG’s Operation
Safe Home Coordinator at 202-708-0430.
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Thanks for the Memories!
: Laura Koschny, NOVAGA member since 1981
Last April I won NOVAGA’s drawing for a free
trip to the *95 PDC in beautiful, balmy San Diego!
As I could not have attended otherwise, I was
particularly thrilled and delighted at my good fortune.

Although all the educational sessions were
beneficial, my personal favorites included: Strategic
Planning and Measuring OIG Performance, Legal
Issues Impacting the Auditing and Investigative
Community, Changing Customer Expectations for the
OIGs, Customer Satisfaction-Bridging the Connection
Between the Public and Private Sectors, and
Enhancing Your Business Image-Marketing Yourself.

In addition to four days brimming with informative
sessions, there were the sights and sounds of San
Diego and environs. My favorite activities included
watching the fireworks over San Diego Bay, a sunset
dinner cruise and Coronado Island and the legendary
Hotel del Coronado!

I will long treasure this experience. Again,
NOVAGA, thanks for the memories.

If you would like to share a similar experience,

be sure to participate in our member recognition
program. Entry forms will be published again in
the December newsletter.
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Chapter Year 1995-96 Program
Stephen A. Trodden, VA IG

G. Edward DeSeve, Controller, OMB

November 20 Derek Vander Schaaf, Deputy Inspector General, DOD .

Eleanor Hill, DOD IG—Joint Meeting American Society of Military Comptrollers
Edward M. Shubert, Assistant Special Agent-in-Charge, FBI
Virginia Brizendini€; AGA National President

March 18 Performance Measurement Speaker
April 16 Thomas Downs, AMTRAK Ceo
May 21 Awards Banquet

Mini-Max s

Challenges for Government-Wide Audited Financial Statements /\/r’fg vof
Personal Financial Planning
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Meetings
Reported by Andrea Walker

There are two ways to get meeting information or

to make or cancel a reservation. First, you may

contact one of the facilitators listed below or, if one

is not listed for your organization, call me at 202-

619-3066. Second, you may call our voice mail at

703-758-4490. To record a message, call Pat Reese at

202-205-7204.

NOVAGA FACILITATORS

USDA Jim Bumgarner (202) 720-2684
| AAA Nancy Sinclitico  (703) 681-9875.7
DODIG Frank Gulla (703) 604-9570
DCAA Sandy McCall (703) 325-9049
ED Laura Koschny (202) 205-5609

EPA Cathy Jensen (202) 260-8207
GAO uchana.n (202) 512-9321
GSA John Syarto (703) 603-0220

HHS Bill Swartwood (202) 205-9108
HUD Russ Allen (202) 708-5198
Interior Gene Cole (202) 235-9338
Navy Charles Antanavage (703) 325-8527

SBA Pete McClintock  (202) 205-7203
State Bill Urbanski (703) 284-2647
DOT Dave Mrozowski  (202) 366-4665
Treasury Maureen Barry (202) 273-3054
VA Joe Malewich (202) 523-1764




NOVAGA NEWS & VIEWS

Half-day training session on
Acquisition Reform — Streamlining and Restructuring Organizations

Making Procurement Simpler and Better—Derek Vander Schaaf, DIG DOD

Changes in the Acquisition Process—Dr. Kenneth Oscar, Deputy Assistant Secretary, US Army
Auditing in the New Acquisition Environment — GAO Panel
November 20 11:30-5:00 pm lunch and 4.5 hours of CPE

Send check or inveice—$75 members $85 non-members
name, home address, work phone, and agency/firm to:

NOVAGA, ATTN: Sue Pearson

USAAA, 14th Floor, 3101 Park Center Dr.
Alexandria, VA 22032

Fax 703-681-9821

Other Training Opportunities

On November 14 the Washington Chapter of IIA
will sponsor a Legal Issues Affecting Auditors
session presented by Kathleen Ostrowski,
Consultant. Session to be held at National Press
Club from 8:30 to 5. Cost to members $125—$140
for non-members. To register call 703-284-4090.

On November 14 the American Association for
Budget and Program Analysis will hold its Fall
Symposium at the Washington Hilton. The opening
speaker will be Congressman Steve Horn, Chairman
of the Government Management, Information and
Technology Subcommittee of House Government
Reform and Oversight Committee. The closing
speaker is Mark Shields of the McNeil-Lehrer News
Hour. Also invited is Governor Parris Glendening.
Members cost is $175 — $215 for non-members. To
register call 703-941-4300.

On November 14-15 AGA presents its National
Grants Management Conference at Loews Annapolis
Hotel. Featured speakers include Virginia
Brizendine, National President AGA; John Lordan,
VP for Business Affairs, John Hopkins University;
Dick Kusserow, President, Government Manage-
ment Services; Richard Loeb, Executive Secretary,
Cost Accounting Standards Board; and Shiela
Conley, Policy Analyst, OMB. Steve Forman, Vice
President, Government Management Services, will
address AGA’s Action Plan. Cost $230 AGA
member - $285 non-members

On November 15-16 the IIA Washington
Chapter is sponsoring a Fraud Workshop: Crime in
the Workplace at the Sphinx Club, 1315 K. Street,
NW (McPherson Sq. Metro). Keynote Speakers are:
Dan Korem—Former investigative reporter; Robert
Chapman and Barbara Van Gelder—AUSAs; John
Martin—EPA IG; and Henry Hudson—Director, US
Marshall’s Service. Mail checks/training forms
($250 members $275 non-members) payable to IIA
Washington Chapter, PO Box 14013, Ben Franklin
Station, Washington, DC 20044

On November 27-28 the DC Chapter of AGA,
DC Institute of CPAs and Beta Alpha Psi, GWU,
will sponsor an Update on Accounting and Auditing
at GWU, Cloyd Heck Marvin Center. Among the
featured presenters will be June Gibbs Brown, HHS
IG; Ron Young, Federal Accounting Standards
Advisory Board; and Neil Tierney, Professor,
GWU. Cost to members $125 for 1 day, $200 for
both — $150 for non-members for 1 day, $250 for
both. To register call Doris Chew 202-512-9201.

On January 17-18 AGA’s 7th Annual Federal
Leadership Conference, Hyatt Regency, Capital
Hill. The theme of the conference is Success with
Less: The Government of the Future. Registration
before December 6 is $350 members — $450 non-
members. After December 6 is $400 members —
$500 non-members.
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**W 1995 Sets Stage Membership 96 — A Grand Year

*N for CGFM Program The goal of our National President, Virginia
Brizendine, is to increase AGA’s membership by

July 1, 1995 marked the first anniversary for the 1,000 net members. You can do your part, not only
Certified Government Financial Manager (CGFM) for this national campaign, but also for the health and
program. To date, over 2,000 professionals have growth of NOVAGA, by coping this application for
become CGFMs in support of this AGA-sponsored your co-workers. Let them know just how much you
certification to recognizing the professional excellence benefit from NOVAGA and invite then to reap the
of government financial managers. rewards as well.

Implementation — Staff have been selected and
systems developed for managing the new program.
Carol Codori, Ph.D., CGFM, is Director of
Professional Certification and Education and Andrea
Bolen is Program Administrator. Together they
developed and implemented procedures and a
database to assist in processing the hundreds of
applications received monthly. The seven-member

MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION

Plesse fill out the form below and return with your check to: g
Association of Government Accountants
2200 Mt. Vernon Avenue
Alexandria, Virginia 22301
(703) 684-6931 « FAX (703) 548-3367

Professional Certification Board has actively guided Full Member §55.00
. . . . R . Associate Member $28.00
the program in policy setting, application review, and Special Associate Member $14.00

examination development. (Plus Chapter Dues - consult enclosed Table)

Outreach — AGA is ensuring the benefits of the
CGFM programs reached a wide audience. In 1994- Employer (Agency, University or Firm)
95, this work included not only high level meetings

OMr. OMs.  Name

A . . . . Employer Address
with national and international governmental agencies
and professional networks, but also numerous writing Cly State Zp
and speaking activities. Home Address
Examination — Tpe Professional Certification Board Oty State Zp
has begun work on the examination. Senior members Business Phone ) Home Phone ()
pf the academic and practitioner communities were Preferred Mailng Address O Business 3 Home
invited to assist the Board develop an initial outline of
. . . . . S 's N {if applicable) M #
topics and question areas. An examination is expected ponsor's Neme (1oppicab) oo Member
to be offered during 1997. Until June 30’ 1996’ when Employer: (3 Federal 3 State 3 County O City O Private O Academia
. . Field: 3 Accounting (3 Auditing O Budgeting O Systems O Other
the current grandfathering period comes to an end, :
applicants can receive the CGFM designation based Amd‘““‘é’;ﬁ Certificates: siat
. . e . State
on education and experience. CiA State
CMA State
The Future — The success of the CGFM program CISA State
Other . State

thus far is a tribute to the dedication of its sponsors
and a belief in the necessity for a certification that 4,
recognizes the unique skills and knowledge required Amount enciosed $ lincluding Chapter dues) T/0
of government financial managers. As AGA looks Chapter Neme_NOV AGHA
ahead to an event-filled second year, it is evident that ant's Signature
the CGFM program is truly the future of government
financial management excellence.

For more information on the CGFM program call
Russell Allen at 202-708-5198 ext 135.

Years of Accounting/Auditing Related Experience




1995 Executive Group

OFFICERS : DIRECTORS

President Carol Stagg 703-847-7636 Attendance Andrea Walker 202-619-3066

Past President  Tom Druzgal 703-681-9819 Awards Bob Fisher 202-205-9103

President-Elect  Julie Bryant 202-512-9375 CGFM Russell Allen 202-708-5198

Secretary Watt Sammons 202-708-0351 Mark Payne 202-467-3986

Treasurer Peter White 703-681-8349 Chapter History Marcia Buchanan 202-512-9321

Nancy Sinclitico 703-681-9875 Chapter Recognition Maureen Barry 202-273-3054

Continuing Education  Pete McClintock 202-205-7203

Pat Reese 202-205-7204

ADVISORY BOARD Ann Collins 703-604-9619

Anne-Marie Chavez 703-602-9986 Education Tom Druzgal 703-681-9819

Ronald Johnson 703-614-6184 Tony Arigo eprepeers

Tom Roslewicz 202-619-3155 E n Lress §

Steven Switzer 703-908-7803 mployment Gordon Hansen 202-452-5142

Ronell Raaum 202-401-7187 Meetings Russell Allen 202-708-5198

Don Smuland 202-401-9400 Cathy Crowley 202-401-7634

Jim Durnil 703-875-4151 Membership Joan Hobbs 202-708-3635

Charles Culkin, Jr 202-512-9486 Newsletter « Janice LeRoy 202-708-0351

i Greg Fletcher 202-467-3369

Programgz- Jack Hufnagle 202-512-9470

O Tom Brown 703-681-9938

Kay Daly 202-512-9312

Laura Koschny 202-205-5609

Public Service Lex Stefani 202-366-0500
SSOCIATION of
WVERNMENT
CCOUNTANTS
Northern Virginia Chapter

3800 Powell Lane 202
Falls Church, VA 22041

FIRST CLASS






