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Association of Government Accountants

Minutes of October 18, 2006 Meeting

The Board of the Northern Virginia Chapter of the AGA met at the Embassy Suites, Alexandria VA on September 20, 2006 from 7:30 pm to 8:00 pm. 

John Homan called the meeting to order. 
1. Completion of National Award Nominations Approval (via a unanimous vote by the Board). Second vote was necessary because John Homan made a motion for Eva Williams as National President. The motion was seconded and approved.
· Todd Platts—Distinguished Federal Leadership for an Elected Official
· Natwar Gandhi—Distinguished Local Government Leadership
· Eva Williams—National President
· Sallyanne Harper—Elmer Statts Federal Career Award
· John Cherbini—Andy Barr Award
· Mark Everson---Excellence in Government Leadership
2. Discussion of monthly meetings economics with the hotel

· Using the November meeting as an example there was discussion on when we should cap the number of RSVPs. It was agreed that we should not turn away attendees (as long as the total did not exceed 10 percent of what we negotiated with the hotel). 
3. Review of Forthcoming Events
· November 16th VA CPA Ethics Training (afternoon) and Annual Tax and Financial Strategy Update (evening):  John Homan noted there were no outstanding issues and simply reminded us of the alternate weekday (Thursday vs. Wednesday due to the federal financial statements close requirements on November 15th).
· John Homan reminded us there would be no December monthly evening meeting.
· December 13th  Performance Based Budgeting in Government: Status and Accomplishments in Improving Accountability (at KPMG 1-5:00 PM): John Homan informed us that we were lucky to also get Robert Shea in addition to Mark Forman and Jonathan Breuhl (all widely recognized experts). No outstanding issues.
· January 17th Federal Lines of Business: John Homan announced that Kathryn Gould will co-present with a federal service provider. The name of the co-presenter needs to be resolved no later than our November meeting. Anna Dixon and ???? volunteered to resolve this issue.
· February 21st Early Careers: The structure and agenda could not be resolved although there was substantial time and discussion dedicated to this event. Many good points were made including suggestions from National President Jeff Hart. Chris provided an update on the feedback he has received from several young members, and the consensus was that there was little or no interest for the early career members to spent 60-90 minutes listening to individuals discussing certifications (e.g., CGFM, CPA, and AIA). Pat mentioned that DoD also is considering an accountant certification program for those involved with financial statement preparation. Jim Turcutte (sp?) was recommended as a suggested presenter National President Jeff Hart.
A motion was presented that Chris and others work with Robin McCoy as a subcommittee (to address our early career members’ sentiments) and to present a program proposal to the Board at the November 16th meeting. Pat volunteered to assist Chris. They need a program for two hours in the afternoon and an hour in the evening. The letters of invitation need to be sent very soon but no later than January. This is particularly so in order to get Jim Turcutte to attend. 
· March 21st NOVAGA All-day Educational Event - Internal Controls are Key: There was little discussion--the committee is getting confirmations from the invited speakers. It also was suggested to invite Congressman Platts as the keynote. Confirmed speakers include Tina Jones, Jim DeVaul, Paul Granetto and Robert McNamara
· April 18th How to Read a Government Financial Statement or A-123 Update. Discussion regarding a GAO official to present.
· May 16th NOVAGA Annual Awards Banquet. No discussion. 
4. No record of Board voting during the September 28-October 18 period.
5. Regional Vice President, Karl Boettcher, made several announcements.
· Free CGFM training for the early career members in the region (Nov 7,8,9 and Nov 14,15,16)
· Invited NOVAGA to the DC Chapter’s Oktoberfest and the ALS Walk.
· He also updated us on the DC Chapter’s early career events like bowling.
· Capital Regional Vice President rotation update: DC Chapter is the current RVP; Montgomery is the Designate and Northern VA is ????? HELP HERE
